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The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) 200526 focuses on vulnerable populations in 

the Biombo, Quinara, Cacheu, Gabu, Bafatá and Oio 

regions, deemed as highly food insecure by the 2010 

WFP Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability 

Assessment. The Emergency Food Security 

Assessment report of 2013, showed that food 

insecurity was exacerbated by a poor cashew nuts 

harvest and social unrest. The assessment revealed 

that an increasing number of households spent over 

75 percent of their budget on food, and only 7 

percent of the population was food secure. Coping 

strategies included reduction in the number of meals 

and sale of household assets. 

 

The PRRO was designed to support households and 

communities to recover from multiple and complex 

shocks compounded by political instability, structural 

weaknesses, and other socio-economic 

vulnerabilities. It integrates four objectives: (i) to 

maintain enrolment rates and ensure gender parity 

in primary schools by providing daily school meals 

and take-home rations for girls; (ii) to treat acute 

malnutrition among children aged 6–59 months, 

pregnant and nursing women through targeted 

supplementary feeding (TSF), and to provide food by 

prescription to people living with HIV and 

tuberculosis (TB) clients under treatment; (iii) to 

prevent stunting in children aged 6–23 months 

through blanket supplementary feeding (BSF); and 

(iv) to assist communities and households to rebuild 

and protect livelihoods through food assistance for 
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WFP Assistance 

 
assets (FFA). 

 

The current PRRO ended on 31 March. A five year 

Country Programme 200846 was approved on 10 

February and it is expected to start in April 2016. 

The Country Programme (2016-2020) will be aligned 

with the human development and agriculture pillars 

of Guinea Bissau Government's strategic and 

operational plan (2015-2020) and with human 

development and economic growth and poverty 

reduction pillars of the United Nations Strategic 

Cooperation Framework for Guinea-Bissau.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Highlights  

 

 In March, WFP assisted 152,102 people in need 

through free school meals (School feeding) and 

nutrition initiatives.   

 

 If WFP Guinea-Bissau does not receive the 

expected commodities in May, a pipeline break 

is anticipated in May for School feeding 

activities. In March, WFP reduced rations to 

stretch the pipeline to the end of April. WFP has 

already started international purchase of food to 

cover the pipeline break for nutrition.  

 

 

Credit: Photo © WFP/ Dan-Vieira da Costa. 
Caption: Photo taken in the Oio Region, at the health 
centre of Mores. Women are waiting to see the doctor. 
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Donors 

European Commission, USA, Japan, World Bank, UN CERF  

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Contact info: Elber Nosolini:  elber.nosolini@wfp.org   

Country Director: Ussama Osman  

Further information: www.wfp.org/Guinea-Bissau  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 27.6% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

177 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 1.7 million 

Despite considerable economic potential, Guinea-

Bissau has long been constrained by political turmoil 

and social unrest that have caused economic 

development to regress. Over 69 percent of Bissau-

Guineans live below the poverty line on less than 2 

USD per day with higher poverty rates among people 

aged 15-25 and women.  

Chronic food insecurity is compounded by shocks 

related to political instability, irregular rainfall and 

volatility of prices for imported rice and local cashew 

nut production for export. Nearly half the population 

15 years and over are illiterate, with a wide gap in 

illiteracy between men (45 percent) and women (71 

percent). Net enrolment, attendance and completion 

rates at primary school are extremely low, with 

disparities among regions; 27 percent boys and 51 

percent girls are out of school. At 3.3 percent, HIV 

prevalence is among the highest in West Africa, with 

women more affected than men. Poor diet, inadequate 

feeding practices for young children, and high 

childhood morbidity contribute to global acute 

malnutrition rates of over 6 percent among children 

under 5, and chronic malnutrition rates of 27.6 percent 

countrywide.  

WFP’s PRRO was designed to support households and 

communities to recover from multiple and complex 

shocks compounded by political instability, structural 

weaknesses, and other socio-economic vulnerabilities. 

WFP works in close collaboration with Government, 

NGOs, UN Agencies and communities. A Country 

Programme for 5 years was approved and will start 

from April 2016.  

WFP has been present in Guinea-Bissau since 1974. 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 On 1 March, the African School Feeding Day, WFP 

issued a press release on the event, its relevance 

and WFP’s activities around the world. It was well 

covered in national media.   

 For International Women’s Day (8 March), WFP 

supported the government to organize advocacy for 

gender equality events and trainings on women 
empowerment.  

 From 7 to 22 March WFP supported the Ministry of 

Agriculture to train smallholder farmer on Moto 

Cultivator utilization and maintenance. The 250 

Moto Cultivators were provided by World Bank 

through the Ministry of Agriculture. The three 

training day’s benefited 77 smallholder farmers 
from all regions of the country.    

 WFP also started a sensitization campaign about 

food and nutrition for people living with HIV. The 

campaign is part of a project on nutrition support to 

people living with HIV funded by Global Fund trough 

the National Secretariat for Fight against HIV. The 

campaign messages will be broadcasted for one 

month on National TV and for three months on the 

National Radio Station in the national language and 
seven dialects.  

Challenges 

 A political impasse is ongoing and the President of 

the Republic continues consultations with both 

political parties and civil society organizations to 

find a solution. The political crisis is negatively 

impacting the onset of the 2016 commercialization 

of the cashew nuts because of delay in establishing 

a clear policy on the commercialization including 

the price.     

 In March the Democratic Union of Teachers 

(SINDEPROF, Portuguese acronym) started a 15-

day strike in public education sector to demand 

compliance with the agreement signed with the 
government.  

Missira’s struggle with TB 

Missira Cassama is a 38 years old woman living in 

Bigine, Bafata region. Missira, is living with TB since 

December 2015. After one month of unsuccessful 

traditional treatment at home, Missira’s situation was 

worsening and she suffered considerable loss of weight. 

With the support of her first daughter, she went to the 

hospital in early January 2016. When she arrived at the 

hospital she weighed only 34 kg and could barely walk. 

Helio Dias, a specialist in TB and HIV, diagnosed her 

with TB and hospitalized her for 2 months. Along with 

the treatment, she received beans, rice and cereals 

provided by WFP. According to the doctor, WFP’s food 

is an essential complement to the medical treatment. 

Nobody in her village believed she would survive but 

she is alive thanks to the medical treatment and WFP 

food that accelerated her recuperation and improved 

her adherence to the treatment. 
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